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Safeguarding and Child Protection statement

At Beachborough School we are fully aware that it is everyone’s responsibility to safeguard and promote
the welfare, mental and physical health and safety of all children who are pupils at the school, this means
that we consider, at all times, what is in the best interests of the child.

We believe clear governance and leadership is central to embedding a safeguarding culture of openness,
trust and transparency. We endeavour to provide a safe and welcoming environment where children are
respected and valued. Adults in our school take all welfare concerns seriously and encourage children and
young people to talk to us about anything that worries them. We are alert to the signs of abuse, neglect
and exploitation and follow our procedures to ensure that children receive effective support, protection,
and justice.

Beachborough School has charitable status and, as such, pays due regard to the Charity Commission
guidance on charity and trustee duties to safeguard children. Safeguarding and protecting people for
charities and trustees- GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

The procedures contained in this policy apply to all staff, governors and volunteers working in the school. It
applies to all pupils at Beachborough School, including those in our EYFS settings and those in ‘Kites
Boarding House’. The school will communicate readily and immediately (within one working day) with ESAS
(the local Education Safeguarding Advisory Service), BSCP and/or LADO should an allegation or disclosure
of abuse be made.

Policy Principles

1) Schools and their staff form part of the wider safeguarding system for children. This system is described
in the statutory guidance ‘Working together to safeguard children’ (2023). Beachborough School
recognises its role in the three safeguarding partner arrangements (i) Buckinghamshire County Council
ii) Buckinghamshire Integrated Care Systems iii) ThamesValley Police) and will cooperate with published
arrangements.

2) Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility. Everyone who comes
into contact with children and their families and carers has a role to play in safeguarding children. In
order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all practitioners should make sure their approach is child-
centred, this means that they should consider, at all times, what is in the best interests of the child.

3) No single practitioner can have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances. If children and
families are to receive the right help at the right time, everyone who comes into contact with them has
a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking prompt action.

4) Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as:
e Providing help and support to meet the needs of children as soon as problems emerge
e protecting children from maltreatment, whether that is within or outside the home, including online
e preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development
e ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective
care
e taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes

Policy aims:

- To provide an environment in which children feel safe, secure, valued, and respected.

- Children feel confident that they can talk to adults within school to share any concerns they may have.

- To provide all staff with the necessary information to enable them to understand and discharge their
safeguarding and child protection responsibilities, whilst being able to identify the need for early
support and ensure consistent good practice.

- To provide guidance for the successful implementation of our safeguarding practices which form part
of our pastoral care system and are integral to our staff training.
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This policy has been developed in accordance with the following Safeguarding legislation and guidance:
Section 157 of the Education Act 2002 and the Education (Independent Schools Standards) (England)
Regulations 2003 require proprietors of independent schools (including academies and city technology
colleges) to have arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children who are students at the
school.

e The statutory guidance Children’s Act 1989 (updated 2004) is issued as guidance under section 7 of the
Local Authority Social Services Act 1970.

e The statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 covers the legislative
requirements and expectations on individual services (including schools and colleges) to safeguard and
promote the welfare of children.

e The statutory guidance Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2024 is issued under Section
175 of the Education Act 2002, the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 and
the Non-Maintained Special Schools (England) Regulations 2015. Schools and colleges must have
regard to this guidance when carrying out their duties to safeguard and promote the welfare of
children. Children includes anyone under the age of 18.

e The Information Sharing Guidance for Safeguarding Practitioners May 2024 is non statutory advice
which helps practitioners in the decisions they take to share information, which reduces the risk of
harm to children and young people and promotes well-being.

e The statutory guidance Children Missing in Education September 2016 is issued under Section 436A of
the Education Act 1996 to make arrangements to identify, as afar as possible to do so, children missing
education. Reference Beachborough’s ‘Missing Child’ policy.

e Prevent Duty Guidance: Guidance for specified authorities in England and Wales December 2023. The
guidance is supplemented by non-statutory advice and a briefing note: The Prevent duty: Departmental
advice for schools and childminders (June 2015) which helps practitioners assess the risk of children
being drawn into terrorism, including being drawn into support for extremist ideas.

e What to do if you are worried a child is being abused 2015 - Advice for practitioners is non statutory
advice which helps practitioners (everyone who works with children) to identify abuse and neglect and
take appropriate action and staff can find a copy on the school intranet site.

e The Teacher Standards 2012 (updated Dec 2021) state that teachers, including headteachers should
safeguard children’s wellbeing and maintain public trust in the teaching profession as part of their
professional duties.

e The National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools September 2022 is in place to safeguard and
promote the welfare of all children, for whom accommodation is provided by boarding schools.

e All staff must read Part One and Part Five of the Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2024
guidance and Annex B. Each time this policy is updated Part 1, Part 5 and Annex B willbe circulated to

all staff.

e All staff are also required to read and adhere to the Staff Code of Conduct.
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Key Safeguarding Contacts

Beachborough Contacts:

Key personnel

The designated safeguarding lead (DSL) for child protection is Simon Preece (Deputy Headmaster)
Contact details: email s.preece@beachborough.com tel: 01280 709453

Deputy designated lead (DDSL) for child protection is Susi Blithe (Houseparent & Head of Computing)
Contact details: email s.blithe@beachborough.com tel: 01280 700071

Deputy designated lead (DDSL) for child protection is Hannah Tongue (Head of Boardman/EYFS)
Contact details: email h.tongue@beachborough.com tel: 01280 700071

Deputy designated lead (DDSL) for child protection is Mark Jackson (Assistant Head of Boardman/EYFS)
Contact details: email m.jackson@beachborough.com tel: 01280 700071

The nominated safeguarding governor is Elizabeth Hill
Contact details: email e.hill@beachborough.com tel: 07771 924195

The headteacher is Simone Mitchell
Contact details: email s.mitchell@beachborough.com

The chair of the governors is Sue Barratt
Contact details: email s.barrett@beachborough.com

Independent Listener: Cathy Knott
Contact details: tel: 01280 313139

External Contacts:

BSCP (Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children

https://www.bucksscp.org.uk

Partnership) 01296 387915
Education Safeguarding Advisory Service (ESAS) 01296 387981
Education Safeguarding Advisor (Julia White) 01296 382828
Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) 01296 382070

Email: secure-LADO@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Equalities & School Improvement Manager

01296 382461

Prevent Lead for Schools

01296 674784

Bucks Family Information Service

01296 383293

Helpline for victims of sexual abuse in school

0800 136 663

Referrals to Social Care:

First Response Team (including Early Help/Channel)
Out of Hours: (Emergency Duty Team)

Thames Valley Police:

01296 383962
0800999 7677
101 (999 in case of emergency)

Other agencies and ‘Prevent’:

NSPCC Helpline

NSPCC whistleblowing helpline

Childline

Female Genital Mutilation Helpline (NSPCC)
DfE (Prevent Duty)

DBS Service

Teaching Regulation Agency

0808 800 5000

0800 028 0285 help@nspcc.org.uk

08001111

0800 028 3550 Female Genital Mutilation - Prevent &
Protect | NSPCC

02073 407264 counter-extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk
DBS Update Service - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Teacher misconduct - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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Roles and Responsibilities

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

The Deputy Headmaster, who is a member of the Senior Management Team, takes specific responsibility
for Safeguarding and Child Protection matters throughout the school.

1. Manage referrals

The designated safeguarding lead is expected to:

e refer cases of suspected abuse to the local authority children’s social care as required

e support staff who make referrals to local authority children’s social care

e refer cases to the Channel programme where there is a radicalisation concern as required

e support staff who make referrals to the Channel programme

e refer cases where a person is dismissed or left due to risk/harm to a child to the Disclosure and Barring
Service as required

e refer cases where a crime may have been committed to the Police as required.

2. Work with others

e liaise with the Headteacher to inform her of issues especially ongoing enquiries under section 47 of the
Children Act 1989 and police investigations

e asrequired, liaise with the “case manager” and the LADO(s) at the local authority for child protection
concerns (all cases which concern a staff member)

e liaise with staff on matters of safety and safeguarding and when deciding whether to make a referral by
liaising with relevant agencies. Act as a source of support, advice, and expertise for staff

e meet monthly with the ICT manager on matters of online and digital safety, reviewing the effectiveness
of filters and monitoring systems

3. Undertake training

The designated safeguarding lead (and any deputies) should undergo training to provide them with the
knowledge and skills required to carry out the role. This training should be updated at least every two
years.

The designated safeguarding lead should undertake Prevent awareness training.

In addition to the formal training set out above, their knowledge and skills should be refreshed (this might
be via e-bulletins, meeting other designated safeguarding leads, or simply taking time to read and digest
safeguarding developments) at regular intervals, as required, but at least annually, to allow them to
understand and keep up with any developments relevant to their role so they:

e understand the assessment process for providing early help and intervention, for example through
locally agreed common and shared assessment processes such as early help assessments,

e have a working knowledge of how local authorities conduct a child protection case conference and a
child protection review conference and be able to attend and contribute to these effectively when
required to do so,

e ensure each member of staff has access to and understands the school’s safeguarding and child
protection policy and procedures, especially new and part time staff,

e are alert to the specific needs of children in need, those with special educational needs and young
carers,

e are able to keep detailed, accurate, secure written records of concerns and referrals,

e understand and support the school with regards to the requirements of the Prevent duty and are able
to provide advice and support to staff on protecting children from the risk of radicalisation,

e obtain access to resources and attend any relevant or refresher training courses; and

e are able to understand the unique risks associated with online safety and be confident that they have
the relevant knowledge and up to date capability required to keep children safe whilst they are online
at school.
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All staff

4.

e Un

6.

Receive safeguarding and child protection updates (via email, staff meetings/Inset, safeguarding
bulletins and the BSCP Newsletter), as required, but at least annually, to provide them with relevant
skills and knowledge to safeguard children effectively.

Trained in the risks of radicalisation (Prevent) and how to identify children and young people at risk.
(Educare Online Training - last training took place April 2024, to be updated April 2026).

Training in Online Safety and Cyber security which will be completed annually by all staff (Educare
Online Training September 2024)

Receive induction training when appointed to the school, that includes the safeguarding and child
protection Policy (including the Staff Code of Conduct), the Online Safety policy, the Behaviour Policy,
Whistleblowing Policy, the identity/role of the DSL, the risks of radicalisation, how to identify children
and young people at risk, acceptable use of technologies policy, a copy of Part 1, Part 5 and Annex B of
KCSIE (2024).

In EYFS, weekly meetings are held with Early Years staff, to ensure that EY practitioners have a regular
opportunity to discuss concerns and welfare of the pupils and staff, in a comfortable, safe
environment. An open-door policy is also fostered to enable concerns to be discussed as and when they
arise.

Encourage a culture of listening to children and taking account of their wishes and feelings among all
staff, in any measures the school may put in place to protect them.

Raise Awareness
The Designated Safeguarding Lead:
should ensure the school’s child protection policies are known, understood and used appropriately,
ensure the school’s safeguarding and child protection policy is reviewed annually (as a minimum) and
the procedures and implementation are updated and reviewed regularly, and work with governing
bodies or proprietors regarding this,
ensure the safeguarding and child protection policy is available publicly and parents are aware of the
fact that referrals about suspected abuse or neglect may be made and the role of the school in this,
link with the local BSCP to make sure staff are aware of training opportunities and the latest local
policies on safeguarding.

Child protection file
Where children leave the school, the designated safeguarding lead should ensure their child protection
file is transferred to the new school or college as soon as possible, and within 5 days for an in-year
transfer or within the first 5 days of the start of a new term to allow the new school or college to have
support in place for when the child arrives. The designated safeguarding lead should ensure secure
transit, and confirmation of receipt should be obtained. No records will be maintained within the
school once the files have been transferred.

Availability
During term time the designated safeguarding lead (or a deputy) should always be available (during
school hours) for staff in the school to discuss any safeguarding concerns.
The designated and deputy designated safeguarding lead will arrange cover arrangements for any out
of hours/out of term activities by ensuring one of them is available via email.
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The Deputy Designated Lead(s)

Is/are appropriately trained and, in the absence of the designated lead, carries out those functions
necessary to ensure the ongoing safety and protection of pupils. In the event of the long-term absence of
the designated lead, the deputy will assume all the functions above.

The Governing Body

Governing bodies and proprietors have a strategic leadership responsibility for the school’s safeguarding
arrangements and must ensure that they comply with their duties under legislation. They must have regard
to this guidance, ensuring policies, procedures and training in the school are effective and comply with the
law at all times.

Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that all governors and trustees receive appropriate
safeguarding and child protection (including online) training at induction. This training should equip them
with the knowledge to provide strategic challenge to test and assure themselves that the safeguarding
policies and procedures in place in the school are effective and support the delivery of a robust whole
school approach to safeguarding. Their training should be regularly updated. (Educare Governance of
Safeguarding - last training took place August 2022).

The chair of the governing body will be responsible for liaising with the local authority and other agencies
in the event of an allegation being made against the headteacher.

The Nominated Governor:

e meets at least once a term with the school's Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and any other
relevant parties (such as the HR Advisor) in order to monitor the effectiveness of the school’s
safeguarding and child protection policy and procedures and the implementation of these across the
school

e reviews the school's Single Central Register on at least a termly basis, after undertaking sufficient
training to be able to interrogate the register and identify potential deficiencies

e ensures that the identity of and contact details for the DSL(s) and Nominated Safeguarding Governor,
together with an outline of duties, will be publicised widely within the school community

e ensures that the school has an effective and robust method of recording safeguarding concerns and
that concerns are recorded in writing at the time the concern arises

e ensures that appropriate IT filters and monitoring systems are in place to prevent children from
accessing harmful or inappropriate material

The Headteacher:

e ensures that the policies and procedures, adopted by their governing bodies and proprietors
(particularly those concerning referrals of cases of suspected abuse and neglect), are understood, and
followed by all staff

e allocates sufficient time, training, support and resources, including cover arrangements, when
necessary, to enable the DSL and deputies to carry out their roles effectively, including the assessment
of students and attendance at strategy discussions and other necessary meetings

e ensures that all staff feel able to raise concerns about poor or unsafe practice and that such concerns
are handled sensitively and in accordance with the whistleblowing procedures

e ensures that pupils are provided with opportunities throughout the curriculum to learn about
safeguarding, including keeping themselves safe online

e liaises with the LADO or team in the local authority where an allegation is made against a member of
staff

e ensures that anyone who has harmed or may pose a risk to a child is referred to the Disclosure and
Barring Service
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Child protection procedures

Due to their day-to-day contact with children, school staff are uniquely placed to observe changes in
children’s behaviour and the outward signs of abuse. Children may also turn to a trusted adult in school
when they are in distress or at risk. It is vital that all school staff are alert to the signs of abuse and
understand the procedures for reporting their concerns. The school will always act on identified concerns.

The DSL or deputies should always be available to discuss safeguarding concerns. If in exceptional
circumstances, the DSL or deputies are not available; this should not delay appropriate action being taken.
Staff should consider speaking to the headmaster or any member of the SLT and/or take advice from
Buckinghamshire’s Safeguarding Children’s Partnership. In these circumstances, any action taken should be
shared with the DSL as soon as is practically possible.

If the allegations or suspicion is about the DSL, the report should be made to the headteacher. If the
allegations or suspicion is about the Headteacher the report should be made to the Chair of Governors.

Mental Health

Mental health problems might indicate that a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or
exploitation. Diagnoses can only be made by trained professionals, but school staff can observe behaviours
that are suggestive of mental ill health. If staff have a mental health concern that is also a safeguarding
concern, they should report it. Beachborough has a full time Children’s Wellbeing & Nurture Practitioner in
place to support the varying needs of pupils.

Adverse childhood experiences can have a lasting impact and staff should be aware of how these children’s
experiences can impact on their mental health, behaviour and education.

Mental Health and behaviour in schools. Gov.UK

Promoting children and young people's mental health and wellbeing - GOV.UK

Public Health England, Rise Above, PSHE resources for 10 - 16 year olds

What staff should do if they have concerns about a child

Any child, in any family, in any school could become a victim of abuse. Staff should always maintain an
attitude of “it could happen here” and they should always keep the best interests of the child at the
centre of their decision making. If staff have any concerns about a child’s welfare, they should act on them
immediately.

Concerns about a child will fall into two areas:

1. When staff may suspect that a pupil may be at risk but have no ‘real’ evidence.

2. When a pupil has made a disclosure of abuse or neglect.
If you consider a child to be in immediate danger or at risk of harm, a referral should be made to
children’s social care and/or the police immediately. Anyone can make the referral. When referrals are

not made by the DSL, the DSL should be informed as soon as possible that a referral has been made.

The student (subject to their age and understanding) and the parents will be told that a referral is being
made, unless to do so would increase the risk to the child.
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1. If you are concerned about a pupil’s welfare
There will be occasions when staff may suspect that a pupil may be at risk but have no ‘real’ evidence.

All staff should be aware that children may not feel ready or know how to tell someone that they are being
abused, exploited, or neglected, and/or they may not recognise their experiences as harmful. For example,
children may feel embarrassed, humiliated, or being threatened. This could be due to their vulnerability,
disability and/or sexual orientation or language barriers. This should not prevent staff from having a
professional curiosity and speaking to the DSL if they have concerns about a child.

The child’s behaviour may have changed, their work might reveal confusion or distress, or physical
but inconclusive signs may have been noticed. In these circumstances, staff will try to give the child
the opportunity to talk. The signs they have noticed may be due to a variety of factors, for
example, a parent has moved out, a pet has died, a grandparent is very ill, or an accident has
occurred. It is fine for staff to ask the pupil if they are OK or if they can help in any way.

Staff should use ‘My Concern’ to log a Concern about a Child’s Safety and Welfare to report these early
concerns. The link for My Concern can be found on the Beachborough Dashboard in the staff area. If the
pupil does begin to reveal that they are being harmed, staff should follow the advice below in the section
“If a child discloses to you”. Following an initial conversation with the pupil, if the member of staff remains
concerned, they should discuss their concerns with the DSL.

Concerns which do not meet the threshold for child protection intervention will be managed through the
Early Help process.

Early Help
All staff should be aware of the early help process and understand their role in it.

Children may experience emerging problems that result in them not achieving outcomes. The early help
process uses interventions for a time limited period to move them back into a position where they are
progressing well and achieving expected outcomes.

Early help might involve the services of health visitors, school nurses, therapy services, an early help team,
children’s centres, schools and colleges, educational psychologists, and GPs. A member of staff at BCSP
may be required to complete or assist the DSL in completing an Early Help Assessment form. They may also
be part of the Team around the Child (TAC) where they contribute to gathering information and
implementing strategies to support the family. In some cases, they may act as the lead professional who
acts as the single point of contact for the family, coordinates support, and regularly shares the outcomes.
They will be supported by the DSL.

All staff should be particularly alert to the potential need for early help for a child who:

e s disabled or has specific additional needs and has specific additional needs

e has special educational needs (regardless of whether they have an EHCP)

e has a mental health need

e isayoung carer

¢ isshowing signs of being drawn in to anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang involvement and
association with organised crime groups or county lines

e s frequently missing/goes missing from education, home or care

e is misusing drugs or alcohol themselves

e s at risk of modern slavery, trafficking and/or criminal exploitation

e isinafamily circumstance challenging for the child, such as substance abuse, adult mental health
problems or domestic abuse

e has a parent or carer in custody, or is affected by parental offending
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¢ has experienced multiple suspensions, is at risk of being permanently excluded from schools, or in
Alternative Provision or a Pupil Referral Unit

e is showing early signs of abuse or neglect

e s at risk of being radicalised or exploited

e s at risk of ‘honour’-based abuse such as FGM or forced marriage

e s a privately fostered child

The BSCP threshold document aims to help identify when a child or young person may need additional
support to achieve their full potential. It introduces a continuum of help and support, provides information
on the levels of need and gives examples of some of the factors that may indicate a child or young person
needs additional support.

The Continuum of Need - Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children Partnership (buckssafeguarding.org.uk)

2. If a child discloses to you

Children have a huge number of formal and informal opportunities to be listened to. Formal opportunities
would include tutor meetings, the school nurse or the school counsellor and informal meetings would
include the countless opportunities during the day. The school culture is one of mutual respect and
friendliness and children are reminded regularly about this distinctive characteristic.

It takes a lot of courage for a child to disclose that they are being abused. They may feel ashamed,
particularly if the abuse is sexual; their abuser may have threatened what will happen if they tell; they may
have lost all trust in adults; or they may believe, or have been told, that the abuse is their own fault.
Sometimes they may not be aware that what is happening is abusive.

All staff are able to reassure the child that they are being taken seriously and that they will be supported
and kept safe. A child should never be given the impression that they are creating a problem by reporting
any form of abuse and/or neglect. Nor should a child ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report.
Teachers are often the very people that abused children turn to for help, although any member of staff
may be approached by a child if they feel that adult is a trusted figure.

If a pupil talks to a member of staff about any risks to their safety or wellbeing, the staff member will need
to let the student know that they must pass the information on — staff are not allowed to keep secrets.
The point at which they tell the pupil this is a matter for professional judgement. If they jump in
immediately the pupil may think that they do not want to listen, if left until the very end of the
conversation, the pupil may feel that they have been misled into revealing more than they would have
otherwise.

During their conversations with the child, staff will:
e stop and listen to the child straight away, allowing the child to say what has happened in their own
way, and at their own pace. Staff must not interrupt a child who is freely recalling significant events
(Move to a ‘safe’ space where the child will feel comfortable)
¢ allow them to speak freely and reassure them that they are being taken seriously and that they will be
supported and kept safe
e remain calm and not overreact — the child may stop talking if they feel they are upsetting their listener.
e give reassuring nods or words of comfort — ‘I’'m so sorry this has happened’, ‘l want to help’, ‘This
isn’t your fault’, ‘You are doing the right thing in talking to me’

e not be afraid of silences — staff must remember how hard this must be for the child

e under no circumstances ask investigative/leading questions — such as how many times this has
happened, whether it happens to siblings too, or what does the child’s mother think about all this,
Staff must use open questions such as “is there anything else you want to tell me?” or “yes?” or
“and?”. Stick to TED questions — Tell, Explain, Describe.

e do not criticise the perpetrator, this may be someone they love
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¢ allinformation should be carefully noted in the child’s own words, including details such as timing,
setting and potential witnesses

e avoid admonishing the child for not disclosing earlier. Saying things such as ‘I do wish you had told
me about this when it started’ or ‘I can’t believe what I’'m hearing’ may be the staff member’s way
of being supportive but may be interpreted by the child to mean that they have done something
wrong

e the written record of the allegations should be signed and dated by the person who received them

e do not give a guarantee that you will keep what is said confidential or secret. If you are told about
abuse, you have a responsibility to tell others who can act appropriately. Explain that if you are
going to be told something very important, you may need to tell others who are qualified and able
to take appropriate action, but only those people

e Staff must explain to the child what will happen next and the need for the information to be shared
with the DSL.

e The child may agree to seeing the designated safeguarding lead or deputies. If not, the child will be
monitored/accompanied at all times following a disclosure, until a plan is agreed as to how best
they can be safeguarded.

e Never think abuse is impossible in the school, or that an accusation against someone you know well
and trust is bound to be wrong.

e Seek support if they feel distressed.

If the DSL is accused or suspected of abusing, you should immediately inform the Headteacher or, in her
absence, one of the other DDSLs.

If the Headteacher is accused or suspected of abusing, you should immediately inform the Chair of
Governors.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and normally concerns would be referred to and managed by the
DSL, but it is important to remember that any member of staff may make a referral and should therefore
be aware of the process or seek advice from ESAS/BSCP.

The mnemonic RECORD may help you remember the procedure to follow —

R Respond without showing signs of disquiet, anxiety or shock

E Enquire how an injury was sustained or why a child appears upset

C Confidentiality should not be promised to children or adults

O Observe carefully the behaviour & demeanour of the person expressing concern

R Record in detail what you have seen and heard

D Do not interrogate or enter into detailed investigations; rather encourage the child to say what they
want until enough information is gained to decide whether or not a referral is appropriate

Action by DSL

e Decide whether there are sufficient grounds for suspecting significant harm, in which case a referral
must be made to First Response and the police if it is appropriate. The rationale for this decision should
be recorded by the DSL.

e School should try to discuss any concerns about a child’s welfare with parents/carers and, where
possible, obtain consent before making a referral to First Response. However, in accordance with DfE
guidance, this should only be done when it will not place the child at increased risk or could impact a
police investigation. Where there are doubts or reservations about involving the child’s family, the DSL
should clarify with First Response or the police whether the parents/carers should be told about the
referral and, if so, when and by whom. This is important in cases where the police may need to conduct
a criminal investigation. The child’s views should also be taken into account.
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e If there are grounds to suspect a child is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm, the DSL (or
Deputy) must contact First Response by telephone immediately, in first instance and then complete the
Multi Agency Referral Form (MARF).

e If the child is in immediate danger and urgent protective action is required, the police must be
called. The DSL must then notify First Response of the occurrence and what action has been taken.

e [f a child needs urgent medical attention, the DSL (or Deputy) should call an ambulance via 999. DSL to
contact First Response; advice to be sought from First Response about informing parents/carers.

It is important to explain that the law is in place to protect children and young people rather than
criminalise them, and this should be explained in such a way that avoids alarming or distressing them.

The child’s wishes and feelings must be taken into account when determining what action to take and
what services to provide. Children should be able to express their views and give feedback. Ultimately, all
systems and processes should operate with the best interests of the child at their heart.

Supporting Staff
We recognise that staff becoming involved with a child who has suffered harm, or appears to be likely to
suffer harm, could find the situation stressful and upsetting.

We will support such staff by providing an opportunity to talk through their anxieties with the DSL and to
seek further support if necessary. This could be provided by the Headteacher or another trusted colleague,
Occupational Health, and/or a representative of a professional body.

If the child’s situation doesn’t improve
If after referral the child’s situation doesn’t seem to be improving, the DSL or the referrer should press for
reconsideration.

Record-Keeping and Retention of Records

When a disclosure of abuse or an allegation against a member of staff or volunteer has been made, our
school must have a record of this. This will also help if/when responding to any complaints about the way a
case has been handled by the school. These records are maintained in a way that is confidential and
secure.

Records include:

e aclear and comprehensive summary of the concern

e aclear, detailed and robust chronology must be maintained

e details of how the concern was followed up and resolved

e anote of any action taken, decisions made including the rationale for those decisions and the outcome

There is a statutory requirement for our school to pass any child protection records to the pupil’s next
school. This must take place within 5 days of the 1st day of term or within 5 days of an in-year transfer.
There must be an auditable system in place to evidence this has taken place. Safeguarding records will be
sent separately from the general files using a secure method. No records should be maintained within the
school once the files have been transferred.

The last statutory school maintains child protection files until a pupil reaches the age of 25 years, therefore
if the transfer school is unknown, or a pupil is going to be electively home educated, any child protection
files will remain at our school in a secure location. Child protection files will only be destroyed when the
pupil reaches their 25th birthday.
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Confidentiality and sharing information

All staff will understand that safeguarding and child protection issues warrant a high level of
confidentiality, not only out of respect for the pupil and staff involved but also to ensure that information
being released into the public domain does not compromise evidence.

Sharing information is vital for early intervention to ensure that children and young people get the services
they require. It is also essential to protect children and young people from suffering harm from abuse or
neglect, and to prevent them from offending. Fears about sharing information must not be allowed to
stand in the way of the need to safeguard and promote the welfare and protect the safety of children.
Staff should only discuss concerns with the designated safeguarding lead, headmaster or chair of governors
(depending on who is the subject of the concern). That person will then decide who else needs to have the
information and they will disseminate it on a ‘need-to-know’ basis.

The seven golden rules for sharing information and considerations with regard to the Data Protection Act
2018 (DPA) and General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

1. All children have a right to be protected from abuse and neglect. Protecting a child from such harm
takes priority over protecting their privacy, or the privacy rights of the person(s) failing to protect them.
The UK GDPR and DPA provide a framework to support information sharing where practitioners have
reason to believe failure to share information may result in the child being at risk of harm.

2. When you have a safeguarding concern, wherever it is practicable and safe to do so, engage with the
child2and/or their carer(s), and explain who you intend to share information with, what information
you will be sharing and why. You are not required to inform them, if you have reason to believe that
doing so may put the child at increased risk of harm.

3. You do not need consent to share personal information about a child and/or members of their family
if a child is at risk or there is a perceived risk of harm. You need a lawful basis to share information
under data protection law, but when you intend to share information as part of action to safeguard a
child at possible risk of harm, consent may not be an appropriate basis for sharing. It is good practice
to ensure transparency about your decisions and seek to work cooperatively with a child and their
carer(s) wherever possible.

4. Seek advice promptly whenever you are uncertain or do not fully understand how the legal framework
supports information sharing in a particular case. Do not leave a child at risk of harm because you have
concerns you might be criticised for sharing information.

5. When sharing information, ensure you and the person or agency/organisation that receives the
information take steps to protect the identities of any individuals who might suffer harm if their
details became known to an abuser or one of their associates.

6. Only share relevant and accurate information with individuals or agencies/organisations that have a
role in safeguarding the child and/or providing their family with support, and only share the
information they need to support the provision of their services. Sharing information with a third
party rarely requires you to share an entire record or case-file — you must only share information that is
necessary, proportionate for the intended purpose, relevant, adequate and accurate.

7. Record the reasons for your information sharing decision, irrespective of whether or not you decide to
share information. When another practitioner or organisation requests information from you, and you
decide not to share it, be prepared to explain why you chose not to do so. Be willing to reconsider your
decision if the requestor shares new information that might cause you to regard information you hold
in a new light.

Children and young people will be particularly sensitive to other children, parents and professionals
knowing about difficult and personal events in their lives. They will need reassurance about procedures
and what is likely to happen next.

No member of staff should ever promise to maintain confidentiality to a child where there are safety
concerns. This can result in colluding with the secrecy, which often surrounds abuse.
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FLOW CHART FOR RAISING SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS ABOUT A CHILD

Designated Safeguarding Lead:
Simon Preece
s.preece(@beachborough.com

Deputy DSL: Susi Blithe
scb@beachborough.com

Deputy DSL:
Hannah Tongue (EYFS)
h.tongue(@beachborough.com

Deputy DSL:
Mark Jackson
m.jackson@beachborough.com

Nominated Governor:
Elizabeth Hill
e.hill@beachborough.com

Decision made to
monitor the concern
internally

Class teacher / tutor
asked to monitor
child and feedback
to the D5L within an
agreed timescale

i you believe a child
has suffered or Is at
imminent risk of
harm, refer directly to
children’s social care.
Take advice whether
parents should be
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Concern logged on ‘My
Concern’ (staff can
reference the ‘How To’
sheet for clarity on the
process)

Once the form is
submitted, staff will see
a confirmation screen,
and a notification will
automatically be sent
to the DSL team.

DSL reviews the cancern farm
and makes a decision about
niext steps

The contact number for the Locsl Authority

Designated Officer (LADO) for concerns
about adults is: 01296 382070

Email; secura-LADOEDbucksce.gov, ul

Decision made 10 discuss the
concern informally with the
parents

Once discussed with
parents, DSL decides to
mionitor or refer to Early
Help / 5ocial Care

D51 keeps concern [ welfare
lorm in secure, conlidential file,
chronology started

Decision made to refer
thie concern 1o Social
Care

D5L discusses decision with

ESAS, First Responsa, the

Head and agree to refer to
Social Care

Contact detalls Social Care
Riferrals

First Response:

01296 383962

Out of Hours:

0800 999 T677

Provent / Channel Referrals;
0207 340 7264



mailto:s.preece@beachborough.com
mailto:scb@beachborough.com
mailto:h.tongue@beachborough.com
mailto:m.jackson@beachborough.com
mailto:e.hill@beachborough.com

What to do if you have a concern about a child in Buckinghamshire

Buckinghamshire
R3CR
L ste—

Safeguarding

Children Board

V1 October 2015

CONSULT

Use the Thresholds document, discuss with your safeguarding lead and use your professional judgement to identify the level of need. Thresholds
document can be found at: www.bucks-lscb.org.uk/professionals/thresholds-document/

Il you are a school and need some advice, you can consull the Education Saleguarding Advisory Service (ESAS) on 01296 382912
If you think the need has reached level 3 or 4 and you need advice ar guidance, you can consult by calling First Response on 0845 460 0001.

|

LEVEL 2: ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

|

LEVEL 3: COMPLEX NEEDS / SPECIALIST!

THRESHOLD FOR CHILD IN NEED

|

LEVEL 4: ACUTE / CHILD PROTECTION

CONSENT

l

Gain consent from the family to work with
them to support their needs and prevent
escalation of problems.

|

Speak with the family and gain written
consent to ensure they agree to the
referral, information sharing, assessment
and intervention_

!

You do not require consent If the child is
likely to suffer or is suffering significant
harm. If you are unsure akout whether

consent is required you can call First
Response who will advise you.

CONTACT

!

Can you suppart the child and their family
through your own service?

Cr can you signpost to another service?
Check the Buckinghamshire Family
Information Service on
www.bucksfamilyinfo.org (click on the
Early Help tab) or call 01296 383065.

|

Contact First Response: send a Multi-
Agency Referral Form (MARF):
vwwrw bucks-lscb.org.uk/concerned-about-
child/
On the MARF clearly indicate what level of
need you have identified and what your
expected outcomes zre.

or czll First Response cn 0845 4600 001
(0800 999 7677 out of hours).

!

Collect all the information you have and
contact First Response immediately on
0845 4600 001
(0800 9997677 out of hours),
followed up with a MARF:
www . bucks-lsch org.uk/concernsd-about-
child/

On the MARF clearly indicate what level of
need you have idantified and what your
axpected outcomes are.

Call Police 999 if immediate risk.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

l

If you can support the family through
your own agency - contact the family and
talk through what support you can offer.

If you cannot suppeort the family, can you
work with the family to guide tham to
another service that can support their

needs?

|

!

Decisions on what acticn to take will be made within 24 hours. More complex cases will be
considered by the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) where information is shared to help
decide which service is appropriate for the family.

Referrers will be advised of the outcome in writing within 72 hours of the referral being
received.

|

The family may be referred to a multi-agency
Early Help Panel who will assign a lead
agency. A lead family worker will work

directly with the family and coordinate across

agencies to support their needs. The panel
will notify referrers of the outcomes within
one week of the panel meeting.
Alternatively, the child's needs may be
referred ta Children's Social Care for a
Children in Nead assessment

This document can be downloaded from: www. buc<s-sch.org.uk/professionalsithresholds-document/
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Where = child is sssessed to have met
the threshold for statutory intervention,
statutory assessment will take place
under the provisions of the Children Act
1989, led by Children’'s Social Care.



Four categories of ‘Abuse’ Definitions taken from Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2024.

To ensure that our children are protected from harm, we need to understand what types of behaviour
constitute abuse, neglect and exploitation, understanding that children can be at risk of harm inside and
outside of the school/college, inside and outside of home, and online. Abuse, neglect and exploitation
safeguarding issues are rarely standalone events that can be covered by one definition or label. In most
cases multiple issues will overlap one another.

Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm or by
failing to act to prevent harm. Harm can include ill treatment that is not physical as well as the impact of
witnessing ill treatment of others. This can be particularly relevant, for example, in relation to the impact
on children of all forms of domestic abuse, including where they see, hear or experience its effects.
Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community setting by those known to them or,
more rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may be used to facilitate offline
abuse. Children may be abused by an adult or adults or by another child or children.

Physical Abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or
scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be
caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child.

Emotional Abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and adverse
effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that they are worthless
or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may include
not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of
what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate
expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions that are beyond a child’s
developmental capability as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning or preventing
the child from participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill treatment
of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), causing children frequently to feel
frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is
involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur alone.

Sexual Abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not
necessarily involving violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may
involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative
acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing, and touching outside of clothing. They may also include non-
contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual images, watching
sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in
preparation for abuse. Sexual abuse can take place online, and technology can be used to facilitate offline
abuse. Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also commit acts of sexual
abuse, as can other children. The sexual abuse of children by other children is a specific safeguarding issue
in education and all staff should be aware of it and of their school’s policy and procedures for dealing with
it.

Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in
the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy, for
example, as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or
carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or
abandonment); protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure adequate supervision
(including the use of inadequate care-givers); or ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. It
may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs.
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Child-on-Child Abuse

All staff should be aware that children can abuse other children (often referred to as child-on-child abuse),
and that it can happen both inside and outside of school and online. All staff should be clear as to the
school’s policy and procedures with regard to child-on-child abuse and the important role they have to play
in preventing it and responding where they believe a child may be at risk from it. Staff should always
maintain an attitude of “it could happen here”.

All staff should understand that even if there are no reports in their school it does not mean it is not
happening, it may be the case that it is just not being reported. As such it is important if staff have any
concerns regarding child-on-child abuse they should speak to their designated safeguarding lead (or
deputies).

It is essential that all staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate behaviours between
children, many of which are listed below, that are abusive in nature. Downplaying certain behaviours, for
example dismissing sexual harassment as “just banter”, “just having a laugh”, “part of growing up” or
“boys being boys” can lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviours, an unsafe environment for children
and in worst case scenarios a culture that normalises abuse leading to children accepting it as normal and

not coming forward to report it.

Child-on-Child Abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to:

e bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying)

e abuse in intimate personal relationships between children (sometimes known as ‘teenage relationship
abuse’)

e physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm
(this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages physical abuse).

e sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may include an online
element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence)

e sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, which may
be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse

e causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to strip, touch
themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party

e consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos (also known as
sexting or youth produced sexual imagery)

e upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without their permission,
with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the
victim humiliation, distress, or alarm, and

e initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving harassment, abuse or
humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and may also include an online element)

Procedures to minimise the risk of child-on-child abuse include creating a school culture of respect, actively
promoting equality, positive values and healthy relationships. Work on child-on-child abuse is part of the
PSHE curriculum and SMSC programme and through the school’s expectations for all pupils. Children are
taught what child-on-child abuse is and how to seek help and support when it occurs. It is essential that all
staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate behaviour between peers.
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Managing allegations of Child-on-Child Abuse

To an extent, there is no clear boundary between incidents that should be regarded as child-on-child abuse
and incidents that are more properly dealt with as bullying, sexual experimentation, etc. For this reason, a
staff member’s professional judgement plays a vital role in the identification process.

It may be appropriate to regard a child’s behaviour as abusive if:

e there is a large difference in power between the people involved

e the perpetrator has repeatedly tried to harm one or more people
e there are concerns about the intention of the alleged perpetrator

If it is believed that the perpetrator intended to cause harm to the victim, this should be regarded as abuse
even if severe harm was not actually caused.

Procedures for managing allegations of child-on-child abuse are outlined in the Beachborough behaviour
and anti-bullying policies. Students are encouraged to speak to a trusted adult to report abuse who will
take their report seriously.

In the first instance, it is important to explore (DSL/Deputy DSLs only) the concern raised and this will involve
interviewing both the perpetrator and the victim, as well as any witnesses deemed relevant to the concern.
Written statements are often asked for. Reports relevant to the investigation will be recorded in iSAMS or
My Concern. We make it clear to the victim that revenge is not appropriate, and to the perpetrator that
their behaviour is unacceptable and has caused distress. Every effort is made to resolve the problem
through ongoing counselling or mentoring of both parties, where an understanding of the perpetrator’s
motivation should be sought and addressed. The perpetrator should be helped to face up to and accept
responsibility for the harm they have caused and both perpetrator and victim are encouraged to develop
resistance to unacceptable behaviour and attitudes.

At this stage, it is usual for the parents of both parties to be informed of what has happened, and how it has
been dealt with. It is vital that everything that happens is carefully recorded by the member of staff dealing
with the incident in a clear, factual way as documents to be stored in the files of perpetrator and victim.
Conversations with parents should also be noted and added to the pupils’ files on iISAMS.

If the abuse continues, then sanctions (such as removal of the perpetrator from social time at break and
lunch, exclusion from lessons while being kept in isolation, or in more serious cases, suspension, fixed term
or permanent exclusion) will follow and the situation will continue to be monitored over a period of time.

At Beachborough, we understand that adolescent relationships may occur and, in all years, up to and
including Form VIII. This is not encouraged or tolerated. We do encourage friendships between boys and
girls, but not to the extent that the friendship becomes exclusive to one person and possibly adversely
affects the wider circle of friends. In Form VIl our approach is to speak with the children and their parents,
if necessary, when this occurs. Physical contact is not allowed, and such behaviour would become subject
to our behaviour and sanctions policy. This is applied across ‘day’ and ‘boarding’. Boarding staff are also
alert to inappropriate pupil relationships and the potential for child-on-child abuse (as a school we make
good use of the NSPCC’s ‘Speak out. Stay safe.” Programme)
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Sexual Violence and Sexual harassment

Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two or more children of any age and sex, from
primary through to secondary stage and into college. It can occur also through a group of children sexually
assaulting or sexually harassing a single child or group of children. Sexual violence and sexual harassment
exist on a continuum and may overlap; they can occur online and face-to-face (both physically and
verbally) and are never acceptable. Beachborough adopts a zero-tolerance approach to sexual violence
and sexual harassment, it is never acceptable, and it will not be tolerated at our school.

Staff are expected to challenge all physical behaviour (potentially criminal in nature) such as grabbing
bottoms, breasts, and genitalia, pulling down trousers, flicking bras and lifting up skirts.

Staff should be aware it is more likely girls will be the victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment and
more likely it will be perpetrated by boys. Children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)
are also three times more likely to be abused than their peers.

Children with special educational needs and disabilities

The school recognises that children with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities can face additional
safeguarding challenges. The DSL liaises with the Head of Learning Success to ensure that the needs of
these children are recognised and addressed. Staff are made aware of children with specific needs and
vulnerabilities reflecting the fact that additional barriers can exist when recognising abuse and neglect in
this group of children.

Sexual Violence

It is important that schools are aware of sexual violence and the fact children can, and sometimes do,
abuse other children in this way and that it can happen both inside and outside of school. When referring
to sexual violence in this advice, we do so in the context of child-on-child sexual violence.

When referring to sexual violence we are referring to sexual offences under the Sexual Offences Act 2003
as described below:

Rape: A person (A) commits an offence of rape if: he intentionally penetrates the vagina, anus or mouth of
another person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the penetration and A does not reasonably believe
that B consents.

Assault by Penetration: A person (A) commits an offence if: s/he intentionally penetrates the vagina or
anus of another person (B) with a part of her/his body or anything else, the penetration is sexual, B does
not consent to the penetration and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.

Sexual Assault: A person (A) commits an offence of sexual assault if: s/he intentionally touches another
person (B), the touching is sexual, B does not consent to the touching and A does not reasonably believe
that B consents. (Schools should be aware that sexual assault covers a very wide range of behaviour so a
single act of kissing someone without consent or touching someone’s bottom / breasts / genitalia without
consent, can still constitute sexual assault.)

Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent: A person (A) commits an offence if: s/he
intentionally causes another person (B) to engage in an activity, the activity is sexual, B does not consent to
engaging in the activity, and A does not reasonably believe that B consents. (NOTE — this could include
forcing someone to strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party.)
What is consent? Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. Consent to sexual activity
may be given to one sort of sexual activity but not another, e.g.to vaginal but not anal sex or penetration
with conditions, such as wearing a condom. Consent can be withdrawn at any time during sexual activity
and each time activity occurs. Someone consents to vaginal, anal, or oral penetration only if s/he agrees by
choice to that penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice.
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e A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity
e The age of consent is 16

e Sexual intercourse without consent is rape

Sexual Harassment

When referring to sexual harassment we mean ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur
online and offline and both inside and outside of school. When we reference sexual harassment, we do so
in the context of child-on-child sexual harassment. Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child’s dignity,
and/or make them feel intimidated, degraded, or humiliated and/or create a hostile, offensive or
sexualised environment.

Whilst not intended to be an exhaustive list, sexual harassment can include:

e sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making sexual remarks about
clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised names

e sexual “jokes” or taunting

e physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing against someone, interfering with someone’s clothes
(Schools and colleges should be considering when any of this crosses a line into sexual violence — it is
important to talk to and consider the experience of the victim)

e displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual nature

e upskirting (this is a criminal offence)

e online sexual harassment. This may be standalone, or part of a wider pattern of sexual harassment
and/or sexual violence. It may include:

o consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos. Taking

and sharing nude photographs of U18s is a criminal offence

sharing of unwanted explicit content

sexualised online bullying

unwanted sexual comments and messages, including, on social media.

sexual exploitation; coercion and threats, and

coercing others into sharing images of themselves or performing acts they’re not comfortable

with online

O O O O O

Reports of sexual violence and sexual harassment are likely to be complex and decisions will be made on a
case by case basis with the DSL (or deputies) taking a leading role, using their professional judgement and

being supported by other agencies, such as children’s services and the police. Ideally reports are managed
with two members of staff present if possible. If there is an online element, it is key that staff do not view
or forward illegal images of a child.

The wishes of the victim are especially important in the context of sexual violence and sexual harassment.
Victims should be given as much control as is reasonably possible over decisions regarding how any
investigation will be progressed and any support that they will be offered. This will however need to be
balanced with the school’s duty and responsibilities to protect other children

Serious Violence

All staff should be aware of the indicators, which may signal children are at risk from, or are involved with,
serious violent crime. These may include increased absence from school, a change in friendships or
relationships with older individuals or groups, a significant decline in performance, signs of self-harm or a
significant change in wellbeing, or signs of assault or unexplained injuries. Unexplained gifts or new
possessions could also indicate that children have been approached by, or are involved with, individuals
associated with criminal networks or gangs and may be at risk of criminal exploitation.
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Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

CSE and CCE are forms of abuse. Both occur where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance
in power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child into taking part in sexual or criminal activity. The power
imbalance can be due to age, gender, sexual identity, cognitive ability, physical strength, status and access
to economic or other resources. The abuse might be in exchange for something the victim needs or wants.
As well as being physical, the exploitation can be facilitated and/or take place online. The perpetrator
might be an individual or a group, a male or female, an adult or another child. The abuse can be a one-off
occurrence or a series of incidents over time and can be opportunistic or complex in nature. Victims can be
exploited even if the activity appears consensual.

Indicators of abuse

Physical signs define some types of abuse, for example, bruising, bleeding or broken bones resulting from
physical or sexual abuse, or injuries sustained while a child has been inadequately supervised. The
identification of physical signs is complicated, as children may go to great lengths to hide injuries, often
because they are ashamed or embarrassed, or their abuser has threatened further violence or trauma if
they ‘tell’. It is also quite difficult for anyone without medical training to categorise injuries into accidental
or deliberate with any degree of certainty. For these reasons it is vital that staff are also aware of the range
of behavioural indicators of abuse and report any concerns to the designated safeguarding lead.

It is the responsibility of staff to report their concerns. It is not their responsibility to investigate or
decide whether a child has been abused.

Possible signs of Physical Abuse
Unexplained injuries or burns
Improbable excuses given to explain injuries
Refusal to discuss injuries / Untreated injuries
Admission of punishment which appears excessive
Fear of parents being contacted
Bald patches
Withdrawal from physical contact
Arms and legs kept covered in hot weather
Fear of returning home
Fear of medical help
Self-destructive tendencies
Aggression towards others
Chronic running away

Possible signs of Emotional Abuse
Physical, mental & emotional development lags
Admission of punishment which appears excessive
Over-reaction to mistakes
Inappropriate emotional responses to painful
situations
Neurotic behaviour (Rocking; hair twisting; thumb-
sucking)
Self-mutilation
Fear of parents being contacted
Extremes of passivity or aggression
Drug/solvent abuse
Compulsive stealing
Scavenging for food and clothes

Possible signs of sexual abuse
Hint about secrets they cannot tell
Ask if you will keep a secret
Lying, stealing, cheating in the hope of being caught
Start wetting themselves
Exhibit sudden inexplicable changes in behaviour
Stop enjoying previously liked activities
Be reluctant to undress for gym
Become fearful of or refuse to see certain adults
Act in a sexual way inappropriate to their age
Draw sexually explicit pictures
Become severely depressed, even attempt suicide
Have a poor self-image, self-mutilate, show self-
hatred
Regress to younger behaviour
Say that they are no good, dirty, rotten
Be wary, watchful, withdrawn or isolated,
Repeat obscene words or phrases
Attempt to sexually abuse another child

Possible signs of neglect
Constant hunger
Poor personal hygiene
Constant tiredness
Poor state of clothing
Emaciation
Frequent lateness or non-attendance at school
Untreated medical problems
Destructive tendencies
Low self-esteem
Neurotic behaviour (e.g. rocking, hair-twisting,
thumb-sucking)
No social relationships
Compulsive stealing
Scavenging for food and clothes
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Individual indicators considered in isolation will rarely provide conclusive evidence of abuse. They should
be viewed as part of a jigsaw, and each small piece of information will help the DSL to decide how to
proceed. All staff should be aware that safeguarding incidents can be associated with factors outside of
school and can occur between children outside of these environments. All staff, but especially the DSLs and
deputies should consider the context within which incidents or behaviours occur and whether children are
at risk of abuse or exploitation in situations outside their families. Extra-familial harms take a variety of
forms including amongst others sexual exploitation, criminal exploitation, and serious youth violence.

This is called contextual safeguarding and involves considering whether wider environmental factors are a
threat to the safety or welfare of a child.

Impact of abuse

The impact of child abuse, neglect and exploitation should not be underestimated. Many children do
recover well and go on to lead healthy, happy, and productive lives, although most adult survivors agree
that the emotional scars remain, however well buried. For some children, full recovery is beyond their
reach, and the rest of their childhood and their adulthood may be characterised by anxiety or depression,
self-harm, eating disorders, alcohol and substance misuse, unequal and destructive relationships and long-
term medical or psychiatric difficulties.

Support for those involved in a child protection issue
Child abuse is devastating for the child and can also result in distress and anxiety for staff who become
involved.

We will support students, their families, and staff by:

e taking all suspicions and disclosures seriously

e nominating a link person who will keep all parties informed and be the central point of contact.

e Where a member of staff is the subject of an allegation made by a student, separate link people will be
nominated to avoid any conflict of interest

e responding sympathetically to any request from students or staff for time out to deal with distress or
anxiety

e maintaining confidentiality and sharing information on a need-to-know basis only with relevant
individuals and agencies

e storing records securely

e offering details of helplines, counselling, or other avenues of external support

e following the procedures laid down in our safeguarding and child protection, whistleblowing,
complaints and disciplinary procedures

e cooperating fully with relevant statutory agencies

Protection for Whistleblowers and reporting to a school governor

Beachborough has a whistleblowing policy and the expectation is for members of staff to raise concerns
internally and in a confidential fashion about safeguarding, fraud, malpractice, health and safety, criminal
offences, miscarriages of justice, and failure to comply with legal obligations, inappropriate behaviour or
unethical conduct. The policy also provides, ifnecessary, for such concerns to be raised outside the
organisation. Please reference the school’s Whistleblowing policy for further information.
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Safer Recruitment Procedures
Beachborough school has a separate Safer Recruitment Policy. The school maintains a Single Central
register, where the following checks are documented:

e Identity checks

e Qualification checks for any qualifications legally required for the job
e Checks on an individual’s right to work in the United Kingdom

e Barred list

e Enhanced DBS checks

e QOverseas records checks where appropriate

e References

e Medical checks

e Pre-employment checks (i.e. application forms/ CV)

e Prohibition order checks

As part of our shortlisting process, we will carry out an online search as part of our due diligence on
shortlisted candidates. This may help us identify any incidents or issues that have happened, which can be
explored with the applicant at the interview. The school will inform shortlisted candidates that online
searches will be done as part of due diligence checks.

Further Safeguarding Information

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE):

CSE & CCE is where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control,
manipulate or deceive a child into taking part in sexual or criminal activity (a) in exchange for something
the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial or other advantage of the perpetrator or facilitator.
The victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. CSE does not always
involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.

CCE can include children being forced to work in cannabis factories, being coerced into moving drugs or
money across the country, forced to shoplift or pickpocket, or to threaten other young people. Some of the
following can be indicators of CCE:

e Children who appear with unexplained gifts or new possessions.

e Children who associate with other young people involved in exploitation

e Children who suffer from changes in emotional well-being

e Children who misuse drugs and alcohol

e Children who go missing for periods of time or regularly come home late.

e Children who regularly miss school or education or do not take part in education.

CSE can affect any child, who has been coerced into engaging in sexual activities. Some children may not
realise they are being exploited e.g. they believe they are in a genuine romantic relationship. It is
important to note that the experience of girls who are criminally exploited can be very different to that of
boys. The indicators may not be the same, however professionals should be aware that girls are at risk of
criminal exploitation too. It is also important to note that both boys and girls being criminally exploited
may be at higher risk of sexual exploitation.
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County Lines

County Lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal
drugs using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. This activity can happen locally as
well as across the UK - no specified distance of travel is required. Children and susceptible adults are
exploited to move, store and sell drugs and money. Offenders will often use coercion, intimidation,
violence (including sexual violence) and weapons to ensure compliance of victims.

Children can be targeted and recruited into county lines in a number of locations including any type of
schools (including special schools), further and higher educational institutions, pupil referral units,
children’s homes and care homes.

Children are also increasingly being targeted and recruited online using social media. Children can easily
become trapped by this type of exploitation as county lines gangs can manufacture drug debts which need
to be worked off or threaten serious violence and kidnap towards victims (and their families) if they
attempt to leave the county lines network.

Child abduction and community safety incidents

Child abduction is the unauthorised removal or retention of a minor from a parent or anyone with legal
responsibility for the child. Child abduction can be committed by parents or other family members; by
people known but not related to the victim (such as neighbours, friends and acquaintances); and by
strangers.

Other community safety incidents in the vicinity of a school can raise concerns amongst children and
parents, for example, people loitering nearby or unknown adults engaging children in conversation.

As children get older and are granted more independence (for example, as they start walking to school on
their own) it is important they are given practical advice on how to keep themselves safe. Many schools
provide outdoor-safety lessons run by teachers or by local police staff.

Children and the court system
Children are sometimes required to give evidence in criminal courts, either for crimes committed against
them or for crimes they have witnessed. There are two age appropriate guides to support children 5-11-
year olds and 12-17 year olds.

Making child arrangements via the family courts following separation can be stressful and entrench conflict
in families. This can be stressful for children. The Ministry of Justice has launched an online child
arrangements information tool with clear and concise information on the dispute resolution service. This
may be useful for some parents and carers.

Children who are absent from education

All staff should be aware that children being absent from school, particularly repeatedly and/or for
prolonged periods, and children with unexplained and/or persistent absences from school can act as a vital
warning sign of a range of safeguarding possibilities. This may include abuse and neglect, which may
include sexual abuse or exploitation and can also be a sign of child criminal exploitation including
involvement in county lines. It may indicate mental health problems, risk of substance abuse, risk of
travelling to conflict zones, risk of female genital mutilation, ‘honour’-based abuse, or risk of forced
marriage. Early intervention is essential to identify the existence of any underlying safeguarding risk and to
help prevent the risks of a child going missing in future. It is important that staff are aware of their school’s
unauthorised absence and children missing from education procedures. Beachborough school has a
separate Missing Child policy.
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Children with family members in prison

Approximately 200,000 children in England and Wales have a parent sent to prison each year. These
children are at risk of poor outcomes including poverty, stigma, isolation, and poor mental health. The
National Information Centre on Children of Offenders, NICCO provides information designed to support
professionals working with offenders and their children, to help mitigate negative consequences for those
children.

Cybercrime

Cybercrime is criminal activity committed using computers and/or the internet. It is broadly categorised as

either ‘cyber-enabled’ (crimes that can happen off-line but are enabled at scale and at speed on-line) or

‘cyber dependent’ (crimes that can be committed only by using a computer). Cyber-dependent crimes

include:

e unauthorised access to computers (illegal ‘hacking’), for example accessing a school’s computer
network to look for test paper answers or change grades awarded

e ‘Denial of Service’ (Dos or DDoS) attacks or ‘booting’. These are attempts to make a computer, network
or website unavailable by overwhelming it with internet traffic from multiple sources, and,

e making, supplying or obtaining malware (malicious software) such as viruses, spyware, ransomware,
botnets and Remote Access Trojans with the intent to commit further offence, including those above.

Children with particular skills and interest in computing and technology may inadvertently or deliberately
stray into cyber-dependent crime.

If there are concerns about a child in this area, the designated safeguarding lead (or a deputy), should
consider referring into the Cyber Choices programme. This is a nationwide police programme supported by
the Home Office and led by the National Crime Agency, working with regional and local policing. It aims to
intervene where young people are at risk of committing, or being drawn into, low-level cyber-dependent
offences and divert them to a more positive use of their skills and interests.

Domestic Abuse

Domestic abuse can encompass a wide range of behaviours and may be a single incident or a pattern of
incidents. That abuse can be, but is not limited to, psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional.
Children can be victims of domestic abuse. They may see, hear, or experience the effects of abuse at home
and/or suffer domestic abuse in their own intimate relationships (teenage relationship abuse). All of which
can have a detrimental and long-term impact on their health, well-being, development, and ability to learn.
In some cases, a child may blame themselves for the abuse or may have had to leave the family home as a
result.

The statutory definition of domestic abuse, based on the previous cross-government definition, ensures
that different types of relationships are captured, including ex-partners and family members. Under the
statutory definition, both the person who is carrying out the behaviour and the person to whom the
behaviour is directed towards must be aged 16 or over and they must be “personally connected”.

Young people can also experience domestic abuse within their own intimate relationships. This form of
child-on-child abuse is sometimes referred to as ‘teenage relationship abuse’. Depending on the age of the
young people, this may not be recognised in law under the statutory definition of ‘domestic abuse’ (if one
or both parties are under 16). However, as with any child under 18, where there are concerns about safety
or welfare, child safeguarding procedures should be followed and both young victims and young
perpetrators should be offered support.

National Domestic Abuse Helpline: Refuge runs the National Domestic Abuse Helpline, which can be called
free of charge and in confidence, 24 hours a day on 0808 2000 247.
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Homelessness

Being homeless or being at risk of becoming homeless presents a real risk to a child’s welfare. The
designated safeguarding lead (and any deputies) should be aware of contact details and referral routes
into the Local Housing Authority so they can raise/progress concerns at the earliest opportunity. Indicators
that a family may be at risk of homelessness include household debt, rent arrears, domestic abuse, and
anti-social behaviour, as well as the family being asked to leave a property. Whilst referrals and/or
discussion with the Local Housing Authority should be progressed as appropriate, and in accordance with
local procedures, this does not, and should not, replace a referral into local authority children’s social care
where a child has been harmed or is at risk of harm.

Modern Slavery

Modern slavery encompasses human trafficking and slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour.
Exploitation can take many forms, including: sexual exploitation, forced labour, slavery, servitude, forced
criminality and the removal of organs.

Further information on the signs that someone may be a victim of modern slavery, the support available to
victims and how to refer them to the NRM is available in Statutory Guidance.
Modern slavery: how to identify and support victims - GOV.UK

Preventing radicalisation

Statutory guidance issued under section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015.

Prevent is one of the four elements of CONTEST, the government’s counter-terrorism strategy. It aims to
stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. Children are susceptible to extremist ideology
and radicalisation.

Extremism: the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law,
individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. This also includes
calling for the death of members of the armed forces.

Radicalisation: the process a person legitimising support for, or use of, terrorist violence.

Terrorism: an action that endangers or causes serious violence to a person/people; causes serious damage
to property; or seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. The use or threat must be designed to
influence the government or to intimidate the public and is made for the purpose of advancing a political,
religious, or ideological cause.

Although there is no single way of identifying whether a child is likely to be susceptible to an extremist
ideology, there are factors that may indicate concern.

The Prevent Duty Objectives

e tackles the ideological causes of terrorism and the threat we face from those who promote these
views,

e intervene early to support people susceptible to radicalisation,

e enable people who have already engaged in terrorism to disengage and rehabilitate

The strategy covers all forms of terrorism, including far right extremism and some aspects of non-violent

extremism.

Beachborough takes a proportionate approach to implementing the Prevent Duty, taking account of our

local circumstances. All staff complete EduCare online training on the Prevent Duty and a risk assessment
has been completed.
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As with other forms of safeguarding strategies, early intervention is always preferable. Schools, working
with other local partners, families, and communities, play a key role in ensuring young people and their
communities are safe from the threat of terrorism.

The Prevent Duty:
Prevent duty guidance - Publications - GOV.UK

The Prevent strategy:
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/97976/prevent-strategy- review.pdf —

The Prevent duty: an introduction for those with safeguarding responsibilities - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Channel

Channel is a key element of the Prevent strategy. It is a multi-agency approach to protect people at risk
from radicalisation. Channel uses existing collaboration between local authorities, statutory partners (such
as the education and health sectors, social services, children’s and youth services and offender
management services), the police and the local community to:

e identify individuals at risk of being drawn into terrorism

e assess the nature and extent of that risk

e develop the most appropriate support plan for the individuals concerned

Channel is about safeguarding children and adults from being drawn into committing terrorist-related
activity. It is about early intervention to protect and divert people away from the risk they face before
illegality occurs. Channel is one tactical option employed by Prevent and has recently been placed on a
statutory footing. To understand more about the Channel Programme further information can be found
here — Channel vulnerability assessment - Publications - GOV.UK

Referral for any issue concerning potential radicalisation/extremism should be managed as any other
safeguarding referral.

So-called ‘Honour’ Based abuse

So-called ‘Honour’Based’ abuse (HBA) encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed to
protect or defend the honour of the family and/or the community, including female genital mutilation
(FGM), forced marriage, and practices such as breast ironing. Abuse committed in the context of
preserving ‘honour’ often involves a wider network of family or community pressure and can include
multiple perpetrators. It is important to be aware of this dynamic and additional risk factors when deciding
what form of safeguarding action to take. All forms of HBA are abuse (regardless of the motivation) and
should be handled and escalated as such. Professionals in all agencies, and individuals and groups in
relevant communities, need to be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBA, or already having
suffered HBA.

Actions:

If staff have a concern regarding a child that might be at risk of HBA or who has suffered from HBA, they
should speak to the designated safeguarding lead (or deputies). As appropriate, they will activate local
safeguarding procedures, using existing national and local protocols for liaison with police and children’s
social care.
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Forced Marriage

A forced marriage is one entered into without the full and free consent of one or both parties and where
violence, threats or any other form of coercion is used to cause a person to enter into a marriage. Threats
can be physical or emotional and psychological. A lack of full and free consent can be where a person does
not consent or where they cannot consent (if they have learning disabilities, for example). Nevertheless,
some communities use religion and culture as a way to coerce a person into marriage.

School staff can contact the Forced Marriage Unit if they need advice or information: Contact: 020 7008
0151 or email fmu@fco.gov.uk

In addition, since February 2023 it has also been a crime to carry out any conduct whose purpose is to
cause a child to marry before their eighteenth birthday, even if violence, threats or another form of
coercion are not used.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Professionals in all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant communities, need to be alert to the
possibility of a girl being at risk of FGM, or already having suffered FGM. There is a range of potential
indicators that a child or young person may be at risk of FGM, which individually may not indicate risk but if
there are two or more indicators present this could signal a risk to the child or young person. Victims of
FGM are likely to come from a community that is known to practice FGM. Professionals should note that
girls at risk of FGM may not yet be aware of the practice or that it may be conducted on them, so
sensitivity should always be shown when approaching the subject. Staff should activate local safeguarding
procedures, using existing national and local protocols for multi-agency liaison with police and children’s
social care.

The school has regard for the mandatory requirement to report to the police cases where they discover
that an act of FGM appears to have been carried out. Please call 01865 291046 or 101

FGM typically takes place between birth and around 15 years old; however, it is believed that the majority
of cases happen between the ages of 5 and 8.

Risk factors for FGM include:

e Low level of integration into UK society

e Mother or a sister who has undergone FGM

e Girls who are withdrawn from PSHE

e Visiting female elder from the country of origin

e Being taken on a long holiday to the country of origin
e Talk about a ‘special’ procedure to become a woman

Indications that FGM may have already taken place may include:

e difficulty walking, sitting or standing and may even look uncomfortable

e spending longer than normal in the bathroom or toilet due to difficulties urinating

e spending long periods of time away from a classroom during the day with bladder or menstrual
problems

e frequent urinary, menstrual or stomach problems

e prolonged or repeated absences from school or college, especially with noticeable behaviour changes
(e.g. withdrawal or depression) on the girl’s return

e reluctance to undergo normal medical examinations

e confiding in a professional without being explicit about the problem due to embarrassment or fear.

e talking about pain or discomfort between her legs
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Children who may be particularly vulnerable

Some children may have an increased risk of abuse. It is important to understand that this increase in risk
is due more to societal attitudes and assumptions or child protection procedures that fail to acknowledge
children’s diverse circumstances, rather than the individual child’s personality, impairment, or
circumstances. Signs of abuse can be failed to be recognised due to communication difficulties or the
misinterpretation of the child’s behaviour. Many factors can contribute to an increase in risk, including
prejudice and discrimination, isolation, social exclusion, communication issues and a reluctance on the part
of some adults to accept that abuse can occur. Some children need a social worker due to complex
safeguarding needs, a child’s experience of trauma and adversity can leave them vulnerable to further
harm. This information will guide decisions about safeguarding the child in school, for example, pastoral
and/or academic support

To ensure that all our students receive equal protection, we will give special consideration to children who

are:

e disabled or have special educational needs

e subject to a Child in Need or Child Protection Plan

® young carers

e affected by parental substance misuse, domestic violence, or parental mental health needs

e asylum seekers

e living away from home

e vulnerable to being bullied, or engaging in bullying

e living in temporary accommodation

e live transient lifestyles

e living in chaotic and unsupportive home situations

e vulnerable to discrimination and maltreatment on the grounds of race, ethnicity, religion, disability, or
sexuality

e atrisk of sexual exploitation

e do not have English as a first language

e at risk of female genital mutilation (FGM)

e at risk of forced marriage

e atrisk of being drawn into extremism

Lesbian, gay, bisexual or gender questioning — pending the outcome of guidance consultation

A child or young person being lesbian, gay or bisexual is not in itself an inherent risk factor for harm,
however, they can sometimes be targeted by other children. In some cases, a pupil who is perceived by
their peers to be lesbian, gay or bisexual (whether they are or not) can be just as vulnerable as children
who are.

When supporting a gender questioning child, the school will take a cautious approach and consider the
broad range of the pupils individual needs, in partnership with the parents (other than in the exceptionally
rare circumstances where involving parents would constitute a significant risk of harm to the child),
including any clinical advice that is available and how to address wider vulnerabilities such as the risk of
bullying. The school will adopt (to the extent that it is reflected in KCSIE), the draft DfE guidance for schools
and colleges in relation to Gender Questioning Children, when deciding how to proceed.

Risks can be compounded where children lack trusted adults with whom they can be open. The school

endeavours to reduce the additional barriers faced and create a culture where they can speak out or share
their concerns with members of staff.

30|Page



Looked After Children

The most common reason for children becoming looked after is as a result of abuse and/or neglect. The
school will ensure that staff have the skills, knowledge and understanding to keep looked after children
safe. Appropriate staff have information about a child’s looked after legal status and care arrangements,
including the level of authority delegated to the carer by the authority looking after the child. The DSL has
details of the child’s social worker and the name and contact details of the local authority’s virtual head for
children in care. The DSL and the social worker meet regularly, usually termly, to reflect on progress and
set goals. Report and assessments are uploaded on a termly basis.

The school will, on occasion, be asked for information on a child about whom there are concerns about
abuse or neglect. Schools have a duty to assist the Children’s Services Social Care unit by referring concerns
and providing information for Section 17 and Section 47 Child Protection enquiries. The school has made
strong efforts to establish and maintain such effective lines of communication. The school will provide as
much information as possible as part of the process of referral, so social care assessments can consider
where children are being harmed in contexts outside the home.

Private Fostering Arrangements

Private fostering occurs when a child under the age of 16 (under 18 for children with a disability) is
provided with care and accommodation by a person who is not a parent, person with parental
responsibility for them or a relative in their own home. A child is not privately fostered if the person caring
for and accommodating them has done so for less than 28 days and does not intend to do so for longer.
Such arrangements may come to the attention of school and college staff through the normal course of
their interaction, and promotion of learning activities, with children.

Parents and private foster carers both have a legal duty to inform the relevant local authority at least six
weeks before the arrangement is due to start; not to do so is a criminal offence. Schools have a mandatory
duty to report to the local authority where they are aware or suspect that a child is subject to a private
fostering arrangement. Although schools have a duty to inform the local authority, there is no duty for
anyone, including the private foster carer or social workers to inform the school. However, it should be
clear to the school who has parental responsibility.

Contribution of the curriculum — helping children to keep themselves safe

At Beachborough school pupils are taught about safeguarding, including online, through various teaching
and learning opportunities, as part of providing a broad and balanced curriculum. Children are taught to
recognise when they are at risk and how to get help when they need it.

We can play a part in the prevention of child abuse and through the curriculum. Computing, CEL and PSHE
lessons help young people to develop more realistic attitudes towards the responsibilities of adult life,
including parenthood. Pupils are taught about the risks of different kinds of child abuse and made aware of
the skills needed to help them stay safe. This is done sensitively and, in an age, appropriate manner so as
not to cause anxiety or upset normal, stable relationships between adults and children. Particular attention
is given to help children adjust their behaviours in order to reduce risks and build resilience, including
radicalisation, with particular attention to the use of electronic equipment and the internet.

Fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and
acceptance of those with different faiths and beliefs are promoted in the delivery of curricular and co-
curricular activities and general conduct of the school. At the Tuesday staff meeting, staff have the
opportunity to discuss strategies to facilitate and manage discussions which may be contentious.

Early years focus on children’s personal, social and emotional development The Early Years Foundation

Stage framework supports early years providers to do this in an age appropriate way, through ensuring
children learn right from wrong, mix and share with other children and value other’s views, know about
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similarities and differences between themselves and others, and challenge negative attitudes and
stereotypes.

Relationships Education (up to Form VI) and Relationships and Sex Education (Form VII & VIII) statutory
guidance in KCSIE Part Five, informs our curriculum content in this area.

Beachborough is a nurturing and protective community, ensured a sense of belonging for all members of
our community. The school continually promotes an ethos of respect for children, and pupils are
encouraged to speak to a member of staff of their choosing about any worries they may have.

Internet Safety (Online Safety)

The school’s internet safety policy explains how we try to keep pupils safe in school and protect and
educate pupils in the safe use of technology. It outlines our use of filters and how we monitor the usage of
technology in school and as a school, we review the effectiveness of these systems on a regular basis.
Parents are also encouraged to consider measures to keep their children safe when using the internet and
social media at home and in the community.

Technologies can be used to harm children. The harm might range from sending hurtful or abusive texts
and emails, to grooming and enticing children to engage in sexually harmful conversations, webcam
photography or face-to-face meetings. Students may also be distressed or harmed by accessing
inappropriate websites that promote unhealthy lifestyles, extremist behaviour, and criminal activity. Abuse
can take place wholly online and may be used to facilitate offline abuse.

The breadth of issues classified within online safety can be categorised into four areas of risk:

e Content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate, or harmful content.

e Contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users.

e Conduct: online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm.

e Commerce: risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or financial scams.

Sharing of nudes and/or semi-nudes

The sending or posting of nude or semi-nude images, videos, or live streams online by young people under
the age of 18. This could be via social media, gaming platforms, chat apps or forums. It could also involve
sharing between devices via services like Apple’s Airdrop which works offline. The sharing of nudes and
semi-nudes can happen publicly online, in 1:1 messaging or via group chats and closed social media
accounts and may include images or footage of more than one child or young person.

Alternative terms used by children and young people may include ‘pics’ or may be referred to by adults or
professionals as ‘youth produced/involved sexual imagery’, ‘indecent imagery’, ‘image based sexual abuse’
or ‘sexting’. Terms such as ‘deep fakes’ and ‘deep nudes’ may also be used by adults and young people to
refer to digitally manipulated and Al-generated nudes and semi-nudes.

The motivations for taking and sharing nude and semi-nude images, videos and live streams are not always
sexually or criminally motivated. Such images may be created and shared consensually by young people
who are in relationships, as well as between those who are not in a relationship. It is also possible for a
young person in a consensual relationship to be coerced into sharing an image with their partner. Incidents
may also occur where:

e children and young people find nudes and semi-nudes online and share them claiming to be from a
peer

e children and young people digitally manipulate an image of a young person into an existing nude
online or use artificial intelligence (Al) to generate a new nude or semi-nude image of a young
person
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e images created or shared are used to abuse or blackmail peers. Situations could include:
o children and young people selling nudes or semi-nudes of others online
o children and young people coercing a peer into sharing a nude or semi-nude to
blackmail them for money, further images, or force them into illegal activity
o children and young people hacking a peer’s account to share images more widely
without consent to publicly shame

e children and young people create and share a nude or semi-nude with an adult who has presented
themselves as someone under the age of 18 to groom, sexually abuse or blackmail them.

For this reason, incidents can either be classified as ‘aggravated’ or ‘experimental’. Any
disclosures/incidents that occur will follow the normal safeguarding practices and protocols for our school.
We will also use the guidelines for responding to incidents, as set out in:

Sharing nudes and semi-nudes: advice for education settings working with children and young people -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

produced by the UK Council for Internet Safety. The DSL will inform parents/carers of any incidents.

Use of mobile phones, cameras, and electronic devices with imaging and sharing capabilities (including
early years foundation stage)

Please refer to the school’s Internet Safety and Taking, Storing and Using Images policies for additional
information. The use of mobile phones, including the use of 3G, 4G and 5G technology, is not permitted in
the EYFS or anywhere where EYFS children are present and lockable storage lockers are available for staff
to keep their personal belongings in. Elsewhere, mobile phones may be used only in areas that children
have no access to. Authorised school phones and ipads are available for trips and for safety. All school
children (Nursery to Form Eight) are not allowed to bring phones or smart technology into school at any
time. Guidance for visitors is provided at school’s events, or by the host and is displayed at the entrance
areas of the school.

Taking photographs and video of children:

N.B. Points 2 to 5 also apply to parents who wish to take photographs and video at school events.

1. Consult with senior colleagues what type of images best represent the event that is being recorded

2. Atthe time of publication, no parent has refused permission for photographs to be taken of their child.
If this changes staff will be informed at the next staff meeting and the name will be displayed in the
staff room. The school office will also hold this information

3. Never supply the full name(s) of the child or children along with the image when such images are
available in hard copy or on the internet

4. Only ever use images of children in suitable/appropriate dress. Activities such as swimming or
gymnastics present a higher risk for potential misuse by others

5. Focus on the activity rather than the child

6. When using photographers give a clear brief, reflecting the above; ensure all the usual visitor checks
are completed and do not allow unsupervised access to children or one-to one photo sessions

Storing Images of Children:

The school recognises that photographs play an incredibly important role in education and marketing. It is
therefore vital that children, parents and teachers have access, but the risks must be minimised. All
photographs that are uploaded to Tapestry, the online Early Years Learning Journal, are password
protected and therefore secure. Beachborough staff also save images on Beachborough’s m:drive.
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Use of school premises for non-school activities

Where the school hires or rents out facilities/premises to organisations or individuals (for example to
community groups, sports associations, and service providers to run community or extra-curricular
activities) they will ensure that appropriate arrangements are in place to keep children safe.

When services or activities are provided by the school, under the direct supervision or management of
their school or college staff, their arrangements for child protection will apply. However, where services or
activities are provided separately by another body this is not necessarily the case. The school will therefore
seek assurance that the provider concerned has appropriate safeguarding and child protection policies and
procedures in place and ensure that there are arrangements in place for the provider to liaise with the
school on these matters where appropriate. This applies regardless of whether or not the children who
attend any of these services or activities are children on the school roll. The school will also ensure
safeguarding requirements are included in any transfer of control agreement (i.e. lease or hire agreement),
as a condition of use and occupation of the premises; and that failure to comply with this would lead to
termination of the agreement.

The guidance on Keeping children safe in out-of-school settings details the safeguarding arrangements that
schools and colleges should expect these providers to have in place.

If the school receives an allegation relating to an incident that happened when an individual or
organisation was using their school premises for the purposes of running activities for children. As with any
safeguarding allegation, the school will follow its safeguarding policies and procedures, including informing
the LADO.
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APPENDIX:

The use of reasonable force

There are circumstances when it is appropriate for staff to use reasonable force to safeguard children and
young people. The term ‘reasonable force’ covers the broad range of actions used by staff that involve a
degree of physical contact to control or restrain children. This can range from guiding a child to safety by
the arm, to more extreme circumstances such as breaking up a fight or where a young person needs to be
restrained to prevent violence or injury. ‘Reasonable’ in these circumstances means ‘using no more force
than is needed’. The use of force may involve either passive physical contact, such as standing between
students or blocking a student’s path, or active physical contact such as leading a student by the arm out of
the classroom. The school also recognises the need to be proactive when considering the additional risks of
incidents that involve children with SEND, mental health problems or with medical conditions.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/4440
51/Use of reasonable force advice Reviewed July 2015.pdf

1. The use of reasonable force

The use of reasonable force may be used to prevent a pupil from doing, or continuing to do, any of the

following:

e committing a criminal offence (including behaving in a way that would be an offence if the pupil were
not under the age of criminal responsibility)

e injuring themselves or others (pupils or staff)

e causing damage to property (including the pupil's own property)

e engaging in any behaviour prejudicial to maintaining good order and discipline at the school or among
any of its pupils, whether that behaviour occurs in a classroom during a teaching session or elsewhere

The above applies when a teacher, or other authorised person is on the school premises, and when he or
she has lawful control or charge of the pupil concerned elsewhere, e.g. on a field trip or other authorised
out of School activity.

2. When is force appropriate?

Everyone, whether authorised by the headteacher or not, has the right to defend themselves against an
attack, provided they do not use a disproportionate degree of force. Similarly, in an emergency, for
example, if a pupil was at immediate risk of injury or on the point of inflicting injury on someone else, any
member of staff would be entitled to intervene. The purpose of this provision is to make it clear that
teachers and other authorised staff are also entitled to intervene in other, less extreme situations.

3. What is reasonable force?

It is hard to give a precise answer because there is no legal definition of 'unreasonable force'. The use of
any degree of force is unlawful if the particular circumstances do not warrant the use of physical force. Any
force used should always be the minimum needed to achieve the desired result.

Ask the following questions:

e Did the incident warrant the degree of force used?

e Was the degree of force proportionate to the seriousness of the behaviour or consequences it was
intended to prevent?

e Was the degree of force appropriate, bearing in mind the age, understanding and sex of the pupil
concerned?

Force used should always be the minimum necessary to achieve the desired result.

Before intervening physically, a teacher should, wherever practicable, tell the pupil who is misbehaving to
stop and what will happen if she does not. The teacher should continue attempting to communicate with
the pupil throughout the incident and should make it clear that physical contact or restraint will stop as
soon as it ceases to be necessary. A calm and measured approach to a situation is needed and teachers
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should never give the impression that they have lose their temper or are acting out of anger or frustration
or to punish the pupil.

4. Acceptable forms of force

Physical intervention can take several forms. It might involve:
e physically interposing between pupils

e blocking a pupil’s path

e holding
e pushing
e pulling

e |eading a pupil by the hand or arm
e shepherding a pupil away by placing a hand in the centre of the back
e in extreme circumstances only, using more restrictive holds

DO NOT:

e hold a pupil around the neck or by the collar in any other way that might restrict the pupil’s ability to
breathe

e slap, punch or kick a pupil

e twist or force limbs against a joint.

e trip up a pupil

e hold or pull a pupil by the hair or ear

e hold a pupil face down on the ground

ALWAYS AVOID TOUCHING OR HOLDING A PUPIL IN A WAY THAT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED INDECENT.

5. What the School should do if staff have used force during an incident

There must be a detailed, contemporaneous report of any occasion (except minor or trivial incidents)

where force is used. (If in doubt of the necessity for a report, please consult the headteacher). This report,

containing the following information, should be handed to the headteacher as soon as possible after the
incident:

e The name(s) of the pupil(s) involved and when and where the incident took place.

e The name(s) of any other staff or pupil(s) who witnessed the incident.

e The reason that force was necessary (e.g. to prevent injury to the pupil, another pupil or member of
staff).

e How the incident began and progressed, including details of the pupil's behaviour, what was said by
each of the parties, the steps taken to diffuse or calm the situation, the degree of force used, how that
was applied and for how long.

e The pupil's response and the outcome of the incident.

e The details of any injury suffered by the pupil, or a member of staff and of any damage to property.

The headteacher will then decide whether parents need to be informed and when and how that should be
done. The written report

e may help prevent later misunderstanding or misrepresentation of the incident

e will be useful if a child or parent makes a complaint against the school or teacher concerned.

e could be important evidence if criminal or civil proceedings are brought against the school or a teacher

6. Physical contact with pupils (general)

There are occasions when physical contact with a pupil may be proper or necessary other than those
covered by Section 550A of the 1996 Act on which these notes are based. Some physical contact may be
necessary to demonstrate exercises or techniques during PE lessons, sports coaching, music lessons, or
CDT or if a member of staff has to give first aid but a child should always be asked whether this is
acceptable. Young children and those with special educational needs may need staff to provide physical
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prompts or help. Touching may also be appropriate where a pupil is in distress and needs comforting.
Teachers will use their own professional judgement when they feel a pupil needs this kind of support.
Physical contact with pupils becomes increasingly open to question as pupils reach and go through
adolescence and staff should bear this in mind that even innocent and well-intentioned physical contact
can sometimes be misconstrued.

7. Legal Implications

Teachers faced with a situation where a pupil needs to be restrained or where force is necessary are
particularly vulnerable to accusations by pupils or parents of assault. Allegations may be made in the heat
of the moment; as a result of misrepresentations and misunderstandings - or they may be false, malicious
or misplaced.

School staff must bear in mind that it is a criminal offence to use or threaten physical force (for example by
raising a fist or making a verbal threat) - unless there is lawful excuse, or justification, for the use of force.
A court that sees staff have acted within the guidelines on using force is likely to conclude that there was
lawful excuse for that force to have been used.

Similarly, it is an offence to lock an adult or child in a room without a court order (even if they are not
aware that they are locked in) except in an emergency when, for example, locking someone in while
seeking help would be justified.

Physical intervention may also lead to a civil negligence action if it results in injury, including psychological
trauma, to the person concerned.

8. When School staff are the victims

No matter how good staff are at diffusing situations, they will not always be successful. Occasionally a pupil
will vent her anger on a teacher. This is a traumatic experience, and staff may suffer serious injury,
requiring time off work. In a small number of cases, incidents lead to long-term ill-health; and occasionally
a teacher cannot, or does not wish to, return to work at all.

What can we do if a pupil assaults a teacher?

Exclusion
Permanent exclusion is a serious step and will usually be the final stage in the disciplinary process after
other strategies have been tried without success. DFE guidance does, however, state that:

..there will be exceptional circumstances where, in the headteacher's judgement, it is appropriate to
permanently exclude a child for a first or 'one-off' offence. These might include:

e serious actual or threatened violence against another pupil or member of staff
e serious abuse or assault

e carrying and/or supplying an illegal drug

e carrying an offensive weapon

Before excluding, the headteacher must:

e ensure an appropriate investigation has been carried out

e consider all the evidence available to support the allegations, taking the school's behaviour policy into
account

This policy applies across the whole school including Boarding and EYFS and will be reviewed and updated
regularly. Linked Policies and read in conjunction with: Attendance, Behaviour, Low Level Concerns, Taking and Use
of images, Social Media, Anti-bullying, Equal Opportunities, Internet safety, Missing Children in Education, Safer
Recruitment, SEND, Boarding, Staff Code of Conduct, Whistleblowing policy.

37|Page



